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Anibal Ibarra of Argentina's governing Alianza won the mayoral race in Buenos Aires in the May
7 election. Since Ibarra, a former federal prosector, missed by a hair the required 50% plus one to
avoid a runoff, the second round was set for May 21. On May 9, however, former economy minister
Domingo Cavallo, who came in second, bowed out of the race, making the runoff unnecessary. The
election was widely perceived as a referendum on the five-month presidency of Fernando de la Rua,
who took office Dec. 10.
But the Alianza's inability to win an absolute majority in the capital showed voter unhappiness with
continued economic austerity measures and the slow recovery from the recession, political analysts
said.
Since de la Rua took office, Argentines have had to deal with International Monetary Fund (IMF)mandated belt-tightening measures, including a US$2 billion tax hike and US$1.4 billion in
spending cuts to control a huge deficit. Unemployment remains high, particularly in the capital (see
NotiSur, 2000-03-10).
But the city of Buenos Aires has been a stronghold for the Alianza, which includes de la Rua's Union
Civica Radica (UCR) and Ibarra's Frente del Pais Solidario (FREPASO), and the office of Buenos
Aires mayor is one of the most powerful political positions in the country. Before being elected
president, de la Rua was the first elected mayor of Buenos Aires. Previously the post was a federal
appointment.
Political newcomer Ibarra defeats veteran Cavallo Many observers thought Cavallo, with his lengthy
political background, would be a serious challenger for the politically inexperienced Ibarra. But
Ibarra was helped by voters' strong anti-Cavallo sentiments. Ibarra scored points against Cavallo in
a televised debate in which he appeared more knowledgeable about the city and its problems than
his rival. Ibarra also attacked Cavallo for having served as Central Bank chief during the 1976-83
dictatorship.
Ibarra campaigned on a platform of reducing crime by emphasizing enforcement of existing laws
and on responding more effectively to the needs of the city's poorer citizens. Cavallo had promised
municipal tax cuts and a more heavy-handed anti-crime offensive. In a field of 12 candidates, Ibarra
received 49.4% of the vote, with 33.1% going to Cavallo, who ran on the Encuentro por la Ciudad
ticket. The election dealt a blow to the Partido Justicialista-peronista (PJ) of former President Carlos
Saul Menem (1989-1999).
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With PJ support spread among three candidates, the party's leading candidate, Raul Granillo
Ocampo, took just 1% of the vote. Of the remaining candidates for mayor, seven were from smaller
leftist parties and three from lesser-known rightist parties. Voters also elected 60 deputies for the
city legislature, which will begin its session Aug. 6. The Alianza, which lost 12 seats, will have 24
deputies, while Cavallo's Encuentro por la Ciudad will have 20 and the dissident PJ four. The left
came out of the elections strengthened, as the Izquierda Unida took three seats, the Partido Obrero
and the Partido Humanista one each.
Cavallo's withdrawal averts runoff Cavallo initially reacted angrily to the outcome of the
election, accusing the Alianza of fraud and vowing to win in the second round. By May 9, he had
reconsidered, announcing his withdrawal from the race and apologizing for his earlier remarks.
"Unfortunately I have this passion, and in certain circumstances I'm still not able to control it," said
Cavallo. "I'm sorry; I'll make sure I don't do it next time."
In his brief acceptance speech, Ibarra said his administration would focus on creating jobs,
developing the city economy, and strengthening security. [Sources: Associated Press, 05/08/00;
Notimex, 05/06/00, 05/08/00, 05/09/00; CNN, Reuters, 05/08/00, 05/09/00; Inter Press Service, 05/09/00;
Spanish news service EFE, 05/05/00, 05/08/00, 05/10/00; Clarin (Argentina), 05/08-10/00]
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